This is a reproduction of a library book that was digitized
by Google as part of an ongoing effort to preserve the
information in books and make it universally accessible.

Google” books

http://books.google.com




Digitized by GOOS[(’,



PRV

HARVARD
COLLEGE
LIBRARY










THIRTY-FIRST REPORT

OF

THE POSTMASTER GENERAL.

ON

THE POST OFFICE.

Predented ta bath Poudes of Parliament by Commany af Per Majesty

LONDON:
PRINTED BY EYRE AND SPOTTISWOODE.

To be purchased, either directly or through any Bookseller, from any of the following
Agents, viz.,

Messrs. HansarDp and Son, 13, Great Queen Street, W.C., and 32, Abingdon Street,
Westminster ;

Messrs. EYRe and SporTiswoonEg, East Harding Street, Fleet Street,
and Sale Office, House of Lords ;
Messrs. Apam and CHARLES BLACK, of Edinturgh ;
Messrs, ALEXANDER THoM and Co., LiMiTED, or Messrs. Hopgrs, Fraars, and Co,,
of Dublin.

1885.
[C.—4480.] Price 4}d.






CONTENTS,

Inland Service:— Page
Number of Letters delivered - - - - - - - 1
Registered Letters - - - - - - - 1
Number of Post Offices - - . - - - - - 2
New Buildings - - - - - - 2
Staff - - - - - . - - - 2
Conduct - - - - - - - - 2
New Mails -~ - - - - - - - e 2
Inland Parcel Post - - - - - - - - 3
Foreign and Colonial Parcel Post - - - - - - 4

Foreign and Colonial Posts - - - - - . - 4

International Reply Cards - - - - - - - 4

Returned Letters - - - - - - - - 5

Curious Incidents - - - . - - - . < 5

Post Office Savings Bank - - - - - - - 5

Government Stock Investments - - - - - - 6

Post Office Annuities and Life Insurance - - - - 7

Money Orders - - . - . - - .7

Postal Orders - - - - . - - 8

Telegraphs - - - - - - - - . 8

Revenue and Expenditure - - . - . - - 9

o 17898, Wt 2238, A2






iii

CONTENTS OF APPENDIX,

APPENDIX A.:— Page
Estimated Number of Letters, l'arcels, &e., delivered in the United

Kingdom - - - - 15t0 18

APPENDIX B.: —
Number of Letters registered in the Unieed ngdom in each yetr, begm-

ning with the year 1877 19
ArrENDIX C.: —
Number of Mails daily between London and other Post Tom in England
and Wales - - 20
Arrexorx D.: —
Contracts for Homie Packet Service ) - - - - 21,22
Arrxxpix E.: —
Staff of Officers - - - - - - -~ 28¢to 27

ArpPErDIX F.: —
Number of Letters, Post Cards, Book Packets, and Newspapers received
in the Returned Letter Oﬂces in the years 1881-82 and 1882-83 - 38, 29

ArpPENDIX G.: —
Contracts for Foreign and Colonial Packet Service - - - 80,31

Arrexprx H.: —
Number of Telegrams forwarded in each year, begnmng with the year

1870-71 - 32
Number of Telegrams forwarded in each month of the yem 1883-84 and
1884-85 - 83
Arpexpix I.: —
Value of Telegraph Work performed for other Govemment Dep.rtmenu
in each year, beginning with the year 1870-71 34
APPENDIX J.:—
Post Office Savings Bank. Extracts from the Controller’s Beport - 35
Progress since commencement in 1861 to 1879 - - 89
Investments in Government Stock - - 41
Life Insurance and Annmty Business in each yeu' smce t.he commeneement
in 1865 - 42

Number and Amount of Contracts entered mto from the commeneement in
1865 to 81st December 1884, and contracts in existence on that date - 44

Balance sheet for 1882 - - - - - - 45
Arrerxpix K.:—
Money Orders :
Progress of Money Order Business since its commencement in 1839 - 47
Number and Amount of Inland Money Orders in each yw, begmning
with the 1839 - 43
Number and Amount of Colomal Money Orders in etch year, beguming
with the year 1839 - 49
Number and Amount of Forelgn Money Ordm in each yenr, beginmng
with the year 1839 - 50
Amount of Money Order trmsactlons mth the various Colomes in each
year, beginning with the year 1873 - - 51
Amount of Money Order transactions with the various Forelgn Countnea
in each year, beginning with the year 1873 - - - 52

+—



iv

Page

ArPEXDIX L. :
Number and Amount of Poatd Ordem issued from 1st Janunry 1881 w 3lst
March 1885 -
ArrE¥DIX M. :
Weight of Correspondence carried and Value of Postal Service perfomed
for Public Offices in the year ended 81st March 1885 -
ArpENDIX N. :
Private Wires :
Increase in Number of Contracts, &c. each yeu- fromOlltlhrch 1870
and increase in Amount of Rentals -
ArrENDIX O. :
Inland Revenue Licenses 5 Number and Description of Licenses issued by
the Post Office each year, beginning with the year 1869 - -
APPENDIX P. : —

Force and expenditure in relation wPostage, M Onla-s,mdl’oml
Orders in the last Ten Years - oney

APPENDIX Q. :=m

Gross and Net Revenue ﬂ'om Postage, Money Ordeu, and Postal Onien in
the last Ten Years

APPENDIX R.:

Gross and Net Revenue from the Telegraph Service since the Tnnsfer of
the Telegraphs to the Post Office in 1870 -

APPENDIX 8.:—
Expenditure in relation to Telegraphs - - - - -

55

57

58

61



THIRTY-FIRST- ANNUAL REPORT.

TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE LORDS COMMIS-
SIONERS OF HER MAJESTY’S TREASURY.

My Lorbs,
IN presenting to your Lordships the Thirty-first Report on

the Post Office, being the report for the year ended the 31st of
March 1885, I have to record with the deepest regret the death, on Death of the
the 6th November 1884, of the Right Hon. Henry Fawcett, who late Post-
for four years had presided over this Department, and who had ‘é‘::‘:;l
carried out during his administration so many new schemes and )
important measures.

The business of the past year shows a considerable growth in
many of its branches.”

The following table shows the estimated number of letters, &c. Number of
delivered in the United Kingdom during the twelve months }fe“ﬁ?:;e?-

ended the 31st of March :—

Average
— Number Increase number to each

estimated. per cent. Person.
Letters - - - 1,360,341,400 2°9 387°8
Post cards - - - 160,340,500 4°4 45
Book Packets and Circulars - 820,416,800 8-8 8°9
Newspapers - - - 143,674,500 7 40
Total - - - 1,984,773,200 3-8 55-2
Parcels - - - 22,904,373 11-3 6
Grand Total - - 2,007,677,573 38 558

The number of registered letters was 11,365,151, being a de- Registered
crease of 1'5 per cent. _ letters.

The yearly increase in the population is estimated to be about
1per cent., while, as shown above, the increase in the corre-
spondence is 38 per cent, or three times the rate of increasein the
population. ) )

The average number of letters to each person in the United
Kingdom has increased from 15 in 1854, 22 in 1864, to 38 in
1885. Including post cards, the average per person is 42, a far
larger proportion than in any other country.

The number of Post Offices in the United Kingdom has been Number of
increased by 483, making the total number 16,434, of which 919 offices,
are Head Offices. 773 letter boxes have been added, bringing
the total number of receptacles of all sorts for letters up to about
33,000.

New Post Office Buildings have been provided and brought New buildings.
into use at Boston, Leek, Liverpcol (Eastern District), Plymouth,
and York, while improvements have been effected in the existing
offices at Greenock, Leeds, Liverpool (Head Office), and Swansea,
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and arrangements have been made for providing new offices at
maay other towns. Several new Branch Offices in London
have heen opened.

The Report of the Committee appointed by your Lordships in
1883 to examine the subject of obtaining improved accommodation
for the Central Departments of the Post Office in London has
been presented to Parliament, and a Bill bas been introduced to
give effect to the recommendations of the Committee, and to
acquire by compulsory powers the site of the Queen’s Hotel, and
other properties adjoining it, for the purpose of erecting on these
sites a building in connection with the General Post Officeand
for the accommodation of the adminbistrative staff.

Staff. The total number of Officers on the permanent establishment
of the Department is about 48,000 ; the number added during the
year baving been 1,969. The number of females included in this
total is 2,919, employed as follows: —

As Clerks in the Central Establishments

in London, Dublin, and Edinburgh - 610
As Telegraphists, Counter-women, Sorters,
&c. throughout the kingdom - - 2,309

Besides the foregoing there are, it is estimated, about 47,000
persons employed by local Postmasters, &c. throughout the country
to aid in carrying on the business of the Department. Most of
these persons have private occupations and are employed on
postal duty for a few hours only in the day. -

Conduct. The list of retired officers in receipt of pensions shows a total
' of 3,337, whose pensions amount to 175,602l. a year:
New Mails. The conduct of the staff has been satisfactory, and the health
generally good.

During the year much attention has been devoted- to devising
new measures for expediting the conveyance of Mails by railway
throughout the United Kingdom, and to completing measures
undertaken in the previous year with the same object. Additional
payments to Railway Companies, amounting in all to about
72,000l. a year, have been authorised; and extensive changes
have been, or shortly will be, carried out.

An important improvement, to commence on the 1st of July,
diminishes by 40 minutes the time occupied in transmitting Mails
between London and Perth, the effect of which will not only be
felt in nearly all the large towns in Scotland, but also in all the
large towns and districts depending for their letters on the
railway system of the London and North-western Railway
Company in England and Wales.

At Inverness the London Night Mail will arrive at 11.50 am.
instead of 1.30 p.m., and the outgoing post will be deferred until
3 p.m., thus affording, for the first time, an interval for reply the
same afternoon. The remote towns of Wick and Thurso will
similarly benefit. At Portree, in the Islund of Skye, letters will
be delivered in 24 hours from London, and at Stornoway, in
Lewis, Monday night’s letters will be sent out by postman at
7 aam. on Wednesday morning.

" ::':i-,..i
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A new Mail train leaving King’s Cross at 7.40 a.m., which
- commenced to run on lst May, confers great advantage upon
the principal towns in Yorkshire, by enabling letters from the
Continent as well as London letters posted after the despatch of
the previous night's Mail to reach Bradford, Leeds, Halifax, &ec.
at mid-day, and the answers to be received in London at 6. 50 p.m.
in time for the Continental Night Mail. Thus a letter posted in
Paris on Tuesday evening would reach Yorkshire on Wednesday
about noon, and the reply to it would be delivered in Paris early
on Thursday morning, the total distance traversed being about
1,000 miles.

The arrangements for improving the Mail service in the south
of Ireland alluded to in last year's Report have been carried out,
and an acceleration of 30 minutes in the limited Day Muil between
Dublin and Belfast has been effected, giving a benefit to other
towns including Derry.

An arrangement has been made under whichletters, &c. posted
in any letter box in any of the town districts in London up to
7 pm. in lieu of 5.30 p.m. will be in time for delivery the same
night in the district in which they are posted, and in certain of
the adjoining districts, while any letter for the country may be
posted up to 6 pm. in a town district for delivery by the first
post the next morning or with a fee of }d up to 7 p.m.

It may be mentioned that steps are being taken to tix in front
of all village Post Offices the name of the village in plain letters ;
a system which it is thought may not be without advantage to
travellers.

The number of parcels carried by the Department increases Inland Parcel
steadily, and, as the expericnce of a complete financial year is Post.
now available, it will be interesting to examine somewhat closely
the results obtained between the 1st of April 1884, and the 31st
of March 1885. No less than 22,904,273 parcels® were posted, of
which 19,222,047 were posted in England and Wales, 2,376,177
in Scotland, and 1,306,149 in Ireland ; and it will be seen from
the following table that a very considerable business has been
carried on through the year:—

Average Pos
Postage. per Pa.roe{”e
55 tper T
cent. on
Nu;nber R“:gw"
Parcels. | G roes rne Post Post
Parcels | Office | Gross. | Offico
Awmount.| paid to | Share, Share.
ilway
Com-
panies.
£ £ £ d. d.
Railway borne and Road borne | 22,904,373 508,070 256,487 251,613 533 2°64

* The number of Parcels carried during the last week for which returns have
been ottained (Juue 6) were at the rate of nearly 27,000,000 a year and showed an
increase of 23 per cent. over the currespending week of the previous year.
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The average amount of postage on each parcel is less than was
expected, showing that the larger part of the business is in small
parcels of light weight, and although no doubt the revenue
derived is overtaking the expenditure, some little time must
elapse before a balance of revenue and expenditure can be
reached. Looking, however, to the satisfactory increase in the
number of inland parcels, and to the addition which may be con-
fidently expected from the establishment of the new posts alluded
to below, I cannot doubt that the anticipations of my predecessor
will shortly Le realised.

In order to test the comparative advantages to the public of
the Parcel Post and otber parcel carrying agencies, an experiment
was made some months ago of sending 100 parcels by post and
100 (bearing like addresses and despatched simultaneously) by
railway or carrier. The parcels were sent from all parts of the
country, and in the majority of cases the place of origin and the
place of destination were on different railway systems, the parcels
being what are technically known as cross post parcels. In the
result it appeared that 71 per ceat. of the test parcels were
delivered earlier by post than by other means ; while the average
time cccupied in transmission was 20 hours 21 minutes for a
parcel by post against 25 hours 50 minutes for a parcel forwarded
in other ways.

Another point in favour of the Parcel Post was that the
parcels by post were invariably dclivered at the house of the
addressee, whereas the railway parcels had in some cases to be
fetched from the railway station. As regards charges, the post-
age was less than the railway charge in 68 cases out of the 100;
the railway charge was less than the postage in 8 cases, and the
charges were equal in 24 cases.

The arrangements referred to in the last Report for a Foreign
and Colonial Parcel Post have, in great measure, been completed,
and on the 1st of July the Department will be enabled to accept
parcels not exceeding 7 lbs. in weight, for transmission to Gib-
raltar, Egypt, Aden, India, and British Burmah, at the following
rates :—

s. d
Gibraltar - For a parcel not exceeding 1 1b. in weight 0 8
For each pound or fraction of a pound
additional - - - -0 6
Egypt - For a parcel not exceeding 2 lbs. in weight 1 3
For each pound or fraction of a pound
additional - - - - 07}
Aden, India, or [ For a parcel not exceeding 1 lb. in weight 1 0
British Bm-{ For each pound or fraction of apound 1 0

mah - =L additional.
The dimensions allowed will be the same as those for the Inlaud
Parcel Post, viz. :—
Greatest length - - -  3ft.6ins
Greatest length and girth combined - 6 ft,
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The quinquennial Congress of the Universal Postal Union was
held at Lisbon during the months of February and March last ;
and delegates from almost all the countries of the civilized world
discussed various proposals for revising the.Union Convention
and introducing improvements into the International Postal
system. Many suggestions were discussed in Congress, and
certain improvements were introduced in matters of detail ; but
no change was made in the principles of the Union, and on most
of the important questions of transit payments, and postage rates
the Convention of 1874 remains practically unaltered. Two
countries, viz, Siam and Bolivia, not at present in the Union,
announced their readiness to join it from the 1st of April 1886.

The contract for the weekly mail service between Alexandria
and Cyprus terminated on the 31st of December last, and letters
are now sent fortnightly by the Austrian Lloyd’s or by any other
steamers going between Alexandria and Cyprus.

The International Reply Card system has been extended both to
Foreign Countries and to the Colonies, but it is not much used by
the public at home.

The control of the Post Office at Malta was, at the request of
the Island Governwent, transferred from the Imperial Govern-
ment to the Island Government on the 1st of January.

When the recent Expedition was despatched to Suakin an
Army Post Office Corps consisting of 20 men was sent with it,
and embarked on the 4th of March under command of Major
Sturgeon, of the Post Office Volunteer Regiment, as Army Post
master, and offices were established at Suakin, Handoub, &e.

The number of letters, post cards, newspapers, &e. received in
the Returned Letter Offices was 5,626,875, showing a decrease
of 1'8 per cent. over the previous year. Of this total 512,636
letters were unreturnable, and of 26,472 letters which were
posted without any address whatever, 1,686 contained value to
the total amount of 3,898,

Upwards of 45,000 parcels could not be delivered, owing,
chiefly, to insecure packing and incomplete addresses, and it is
important that the attention of those who use the post should be
directed to this fact.

It is noticeable that although the total number of letters is
increasing the per-centage of returned letters shows a decrease,
indicating that, so far as letters are concerned, the public are
taking greater care in addressing their correspondence.

In the summer of 1884 a bird, described as a “blue breast,”
hatched a fine brood in a private letter box in a road near
Lockerbie. It appears that the postman was in the habit of
giving crumbs of bread to the bird, and that she always remained
on her nest when he opened the box, but invariably flew away
when anyone else opened it.

At Greenock a box arrived by Parcel Post, which, in con-
sequence of strange noises within, was opened by the Postmaster,
and found to contain a specimen of the common screech owl in an

Foreign and
Colonial mails.

International
Reply Cards.

Returned
letters, &c.

Curious
incidents.
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exhausted condition. The bird, baving been carefully fed,
recovered, and was forwarded to the owner by railway.

At Birminghan two cheques for 1171. and 201, one payable to
bearer and the other uncros-ed, were posted in a letter box with-
out cover or address. They were sent to the Returned Letter
Office and duly restored to their owners.

At Liverpool in January last a circumstance occurred which,
if often repeated, would occasion a great deal of trouble to the
Department. Some person, whether influenced by motives of
economy or by other reason, wrote a letter containing 26 words
on the back of a penny stamp which was committed to the post
and duly delivered. The success achieved led to a repetition of
the experiment, but on a third attempt being made with a half-
penny stamp the diminutive document became liuble to a charge
of one penny as an insufficiently prepaid letter, a penalty which
was duly enforced.

The business of the Post Office Savings Bank continues to de-
velop. The total amount due to depositors on the 31st of Decem-
ber last was 44,773,773l., an increase of 8,004,9650. over the
previous year. This is exclusive of the balance of Government
Stock held by depositors at the close of the vear, which amounted
to 1,916,325L as stated further on. The deposits were 6,458,707
in number and 14,510,411/, in amount, as compared with 6,297,365
amounting to 13,575,1671. in 1883; and the withdrawals were
2,198,792 in number and 12,530,563. in amount, as compared
with 2,075,465 amounting to 11,800,1717. in 1883. The amount
of interest credited to depositors was 1,025,117l., being an
increase of 69,206L. over the previous year.

During the year 387 new Savings Bank Offices were opened.
Of these, 326 were opened in England and Wales, 38 in Scotland,
and 23 in Ireland. The total number on the 31st of December
was 7,756, as compared with 7,369 in 1883.

The greatest number of deposits made in one day was 46,041,
on the 7th of January, amounting to 102,783 ; but the largest
amount deposited on one day was 123,500/, which was deposited
on the 1st of January.

The greatest number of withdrawals in one day took place on
the 23rd of December, when there were 14,843, amounting to
45,8590, and the largest amount withdrawn in one day was
on the 5th of August, when the number was 8,077 and the
amount 76,472l. The daily average of deposits was 21,107
amounting to 47,420/, and of withdrawals, 7,147 amounting to
38,468l.

The average amount of each deposit was 2/. 4s. 11d., and o
each withdrawal 5. 14s.

The number of new accounts opened during the year was
774,268, and 546,235 were closed, as compared with 772,201
accounts opened and 523,535 closed in 1883.
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The number of accounts remaining open at the close of the
year was 3,333,675, as compared with 3,105,642 in 1883, an
increase of 228,033. The accounts were apportioned thus:—

Proportion Bsngggu o

_— Number. to to each
Population. Depositor.
' £ s d
England and Wales - - | 3,086,127 | 1to9 13 911
Scotland - - - - 122,575 1 to 32 T 75
Treland - - - - 124,973 1to40 |17 16 O

The Government Stock investments numbered 14,200, and Government
the amount of Stock purchased was 703,195/, being an increase Stock invest-
of 1,378 in number and 84,857l. in amount over the year ments
1883, while there were 6,840 sales for 301,448l. Stock, an
increase of 1,155 in number and 64,742[. in amount over
the year 1883. The number of Stock certificates obtained
was 76 for 8,350, as compared with 58 for 5,560 in 1883.

The number of depositors holding Stock at the close of the
year was 24,993, and the amount of Stock standing to their
credit was 1,916,325/, an increase of 4,226 in number and of
396,342!. in amount compared with the year 1883. The average
amount of Stock held by each person was 76l. 13s. 6d., as
compared with 73l 3s. 10d. at the close of 1883.

Upon the passing of the National Debt {Conversion of Stock)

Act, 1884, a notice was sent to each of the Post Office Savings
Bank Stock holders, numbering over 24,000, explaining the terms
offered for the conversion of 3 per Cent. Stock into 23 per Cent.
or 2} per Cent. Stock, but only about 1,500 replied, and of these
less than 600 requested to have their stock converted. The
amount of 3 per Cent. Stock converted was 46,840l, which
produced 49,5181, Stock at the reduced rates.

The fall in the price of Government Stocks during the first
quarter of the present year sensibly affected the investments,
which numbered during the three months 5,421 for the
amount of 292,7151. stock, as compared with 3,708 for 199,794,
stock in the first three months of 1884. The number and
amount of the sales remained almost unaltered.

The total number of depositors holding stock was, on the
31st of March, 26,880, and the stock held by them amounted to
2,128,7591.

The Government Annuities Act of 1882 under which the Annuities and
payments for Annuities and Life Insurances are made through Inserance.
the medium of the Post Office Savings Bank, in the manner fully
described in the last annual report, came into operation on the
3rd of June 1884, and the transaction of Government Life
Insurance and Annuity Business, which, up to that period :had
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been confined to about 2,000 selected Post Offices was at once
extended to the whole of the Post Office Savings Banks throughout
the United Kingdom, numbering about 7,600. During the year
ended the 31st of December last 866 annuities for 17,084/ were
granted as compared with 874 for 16,261L in 1883, and 348 Life
Insurances amounting to 21,765l, as compared with 256 for
20,600/. in 1883. There has been, therefore, an increase in the
amount both of Annuities and Insurances, although there was a
decrease in the number of the former. Notwithstanding the
issue of thousands of notices, leaflets, &c. to call attention to the
facilities which the system offers, it is feared that as yet but little
progress has been made in getting the classes in whose interest
chiefly the Act was passed to understand its provisions and to
avail themselves of its advantages.

The Inland Money Orders issued last year were upwards of
11,900,000 in number and 23,500,000l in amount ; the decrease,
as comparedwith the previous year, being 1,832,605 in number
and 1,475,418l in amount. Against this falling off must be
reckoned the very large increase in the number and amount of
Postal Orders referred to below. There was a slight decrease in
the Foreign Orders, but an increase in the Colonial Orders.

The total number of Money Orders of all descriptions was
12,214,592 and the amount 24,223,295l, as compared with
14,028,302 and 25,646,009/ in 1883-84.

It is noticeable that upwards of 48 per cent. of the Money
Orders were for sums not exceeding 11. ,

A sytem came into operation on the 1st of January last under
which Foreign and Colonial Countries, which have no direct
Money Order system between each other, can send and receive
Orders through Great Britain. This system, which is simple ana
inexpensive, but very convenient, has been adopted by a large
number of States.

The increased facilities afforded by the provisions of the Act
affecting Postal Orders passed in 1883, and the reduction of the
rates of commission, have contributed to the rapid development
of that branch of business, and the total number of Orders Fa.id
last year was 18,831,164, amounting in value to 7,885,347(., as
compared with 12,286,556 Orders, amounting to 5,028,663!. in
1383-84.

The denominations which continue to be most used by the
public are 1s, 1s. 6d., 2s. 6d., 5s, 10s, and 20s., the numbers
being as follows : —1,407,937 at ls, 1,003,609 at 1s. 6d.,
1,371,127 at 2s. 6d., 3,036,013 at 5s, 2,916,248 at 10s, and
3,611,521 at 20s.

Under the provisions of the Act Postal Orders, amounting to
over 53,000 in number, and 40,000l. in value, were issued in
India and the Colonies, and 20,000 Orders of the value of upwards
of 18,6001. were issued on board Her Majesty’s Ships during the

ear. :
Y The telegraph business of the country shows but little develop-
ment, and an increase of only 435,000 messages in the year can-
not be regarded as satisfactory. The yearly increase has, owing,
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10 doubt, to the stagnation of trade, the competition of the tele-
phones, and the rapidity of the letter post, been steadily diminish-
ing during the last five years, as shown in the following table :—

rotuoedd: { Tologmagh
produced by| 5 of Telegrap
) Nuber Ino""':‘,‘” easages, | Receipts Total Bervice,
Yo | S | e | B, | TR | | el | maee
Messages., Year. and > by other
Rentals. Departments.
2 £ £ £ £
1880-81 29,411,988 2,864,845 | 1,879,210t 54,675 1,633,886 1,308,454 325,433
1881-82 31,345,861 1,883,879 1,601,709 62,681 1,654,300 1,440,408 218,802
1882-83 32,002,026 746,165 1,605,031 73,030 1,768,070 1,583,877 dl:;.eli?
1883-84 82,843,120 751,004 1,715,750 8414 1,789,224 1,808,921 19,607
1884-85 33,278,450 435,330 1,008,539 85,880 1,784,419 1,820,334 385,935

* Royalties, special addresses, sale of old stores, extra receipts, value of service performed for other Depart-
ments without pnyment’. ,» &C. B i

1+ The “ payments out > are deducted from this column entirely.

$ The payment in this year of certain arrears,amounting to about 35,000l., due to Cable Compenies, reduced

the mn.i payable to the Exchequer.
During those years 696 cew telegraph offices have been opened,
of which about 150 were opened in 1884-5,

The expenditure has, however, largely increased, and it will be
noticed that last year it exceeded the revenue by about 36,0007,
and that for two years no contribution has been made towards the
payment of the interest, amounting to 326,417l a year, on the
capital invested. Of the total expenditure 175,000l. was incurred
during the year for special plant, being part of the sum of
500,000L. set aside by the House of Commons (Treasury Minute,
dated 14 June 1883) for preparation for a reduced tariff, which
is of the naturs of capital outlay.

The Department has at present 27 Telephone Exchanges open
in various country towns, with a list of 1,141 subscribers paying
a total of 22,600l. a year, but by far the greater part of the
Telephone Exchange business of the country continues to be
conducted by private Companies, who now obtain licenses from
the Department on the very liberal terms laid down in August
1884. The royalties paid by Companies amounted to only 19,370L.
in the year. The full effect of the Telephonic competition with
the Telegraphs remains to be seen, but I cannot doubt that the
Telegraph Revenue has been and will be adversely affected.

The Department does a considerable business in private
wires leased to companies and individuals on certain specified
terms, and, as will be seen from Appendix N, the total derived
from the rent of Telegraph wires and Telephone wires amounted
to 120,882, These lines may be connected, if it be desired, with
Post Offices, and the lessees thus put into communication with the
whole world. It is frequently found that the concentration of
several wires in one office leads to the establishment of an
Exchange between the lessees, without additional cost.

+—
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The benefit to the State of the arrangement under which two
companies of the Royal Engineers are attached to the Post
Office for training and practice in the erection, maintenance, and
working of telegraphs, was forcibly shown during this year,
when no fewer than 6 officers and 106 non-commissioned officers
and men were detached for active service in Egypt and Bechuana-
land. It may also be mentioned that the Director of Army
Telegraphs serving on the Staff of the Nile Expeditionary Force
had himself commanded for some years the Royal Eugineers
attached to the Post Office, and that, on his being invalided, his
place was taken by an officer who, until a few months ago, had
command of the same detachment.

A detatchment of 12 of the Reserve of Trained Telegraphists
in the permanent service of the Department was despatched to
Egypt in August 1884 with the Expedition for Khartoum, and
rendered good service on the line of communication between
Cairo and Debbeh. A further detachment of 15 accompanied
the expedition for Suakin in March last.

The gross revenue for the year was 10,032,483l arrived at
thus :—

Postage on letters, parcels, postcards, £
newspapers, &c. - - - - 7,629,820
Commission on Money Orders - 186,719
Commission on Postal Orders - 85,567
Value of Unclaimed Money Orders - 4,300

276,586

Savings Bank - - - - - 341658
Revenue from Telegraphs - - - 1,784,419
10,032,483

The expenditure, including expenses
incurred by other Departments, was :
For Postal Service, including Money

Order and Postal Order busi-

ness - - - 4,698,194
» Packet Service - - 619,019
» Savings Bank - - 248,618
» Telegraph Service* - - 1,820,354

[This includes an exceptional ———— 7,386,185
expenditure of 175,000l
towards preparation for a
reduced tariff.]
The net revenue was, therefore - - - - 2,646,298

——

being a decrease of 40,802l. on the previous year.

* The annual interest on the capital sum of 10,880,571/. raised by the Govern-
ment for the purchase of the Telcgrapbs, amounting to 326,417l., is nat borne o8
the Post Office Votes.
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Comparing these figures with those of the previous year we
find the following results :—

Revenue : £
Postage on letters, parcels, &e. - - increase 144,614
Commission, on Money Orders and Postal

Orders, and value-of Unclaimed Orders decrease 3,063

Savings Bank - - - - » 316
Telegraphs - - - - » 4,805
Expenditure :

Postal Service, including Money Order

and Postal Order business - - increase 198,001
Savings Bank - - - - » 438
Telegraph Service, including expenditure

by other Departments - - - » 14,410
Packet Service - - - - decrease 35,617

. It may be convenient to insert below a summary of the more
important changes, commencing on the 1st of July in the Postal
Service, which your Lordships have recently sanctioned, most of
which have already been alluded to in the body of the report.

Accelevation of the Night Mazils for Scotland.

The Scotch Night Mail will be despatched from Euston Square
by a special train, 20 minutes earlier than heretofore, viz., at
830 p.m. Letters for this despatch may, notwithstanding the
earlier departure of the train, be posted in the Town Districts of
the Metropolis generally, without late fee, half an hour later than
at present, viz,, up to 6 p.m. at any Office, Letter Box, or Pillar
Post. On payment of a late fee of {d. letters may be posted in
Town District Letter Boxes one hour later than at present, viz.,
up to 7 p.m. ; and half an hour later at the Head Dislrict Offices,
viz, up to 7.30 p.m., and up to 7.45 p.m. at the Chief Office,
St. Martin’s-le-Grand. The Late Letter Box at the Euston
Square Railway Station will be kept open for the receipt of late
letters, upon which 3d. fee must be prepaid, until 8.20 p.m., and
such letters may be posted in the Travelling Post Office up to
the time of departure of the train. The Mails will be due at
Aberdeen 40 minutes earlier, at Inverness 1 hour 40 minutes
carlier, and at other places in proportion.

New Night Mails for Lancashire and North Wales and Supple-
mentary Mails for Edinburgh and Glasgow.

A new Mail train will be established leaving Euston Square at
10 p.m. for this service. Letters for this despatch may be posted
in the town districts without fee up to 8 p.m., and, on payment of
a late fee of }d., at the Head District Oftices up to 8.30 p.m., and
at the General Post Office, St. Martin’s-le-Grand, up to 9 p.m.

Later Posting for Provincial Night Mails genevally,
The times of posting in London for the general Night Mails
will also be made later to the extent indicated in the first para-

o 17392, B
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graph relating to the Night Mails for Scotland. Thus, in future
in the Town Districts the posting will be as under, viz :—

P.M.
In any Letter Box - Without Fee - 6.0
Do. - -*With Fee of id. - 7.0
At Head District Offices Do. . - 7.30
At the General Post
Office (St. Martin’s-le-
Grand) - - Do. - 7.45
U;; to ttﬁle ti(:lne
. . o e de-
At the Railway Stations Do. IErt.ure of the
ains,
Midnight Mail to the North.

The train leaving Euston Square at midnight has now by
Contract been constituted a Mail train, and regular despatches
for certain towns, both in England and Scotland, will be made
by this train, which is due in Edinburgh at 12.52 p.m., and Glas-
gow at 1.15 pm, Letters posted in any Letter Box in London
either in Town or Suburban Districts in time for the last collection
at night at times varying from 8.0. to 9.0 p.m.; at the Head
District Offices up to 10.30 p.m,, and at the General Post Office
(St. Martin’s-le-Grand) up to 10.45 p.m., will be forwarded by
this train and be delivered on the following day in Manchester
(City) and Liverpool (City) by the first delivery, in Edinburgh
and Glasgow in good time in the afternoon, and at many other
important towns either by first post or during early business
hours. ,

Additional Facilities for Posting Letters for South Wales.

A supplementary despatch of letters for South Wales will be
forwarded by the new 10 p.m. Mail train from Euston Square.
These letters will fall into the first town and rural deliveries at
Chepstow, Newnham, and Lydney, the first town delivery at
Newport, Mon,, and Cardiff, and the North Mail delivery at
Swansea (9.30 a.m.), and all other towns and the larger villages in
South Wales. The latest time of posting will be the same as for
the Night Mails for Lancashire and North Wales, &ec.

Later Posting of Letters for Last Delivery im London.

Letters posted at any Branch Office, Receiving House, Pillar
Post, or Wall Letter Box in the town Districts of London up to
7 p.m. will be in time for delivery the samenight in the Districts

* For some towns the payment of a late fee will not be required, as the Night
Mail Letters will be forwarded by late trains.
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in which posted, and in certain adjoining Districts, as indicated
in the statement be‘low.

" Town District in which Letters District in which Letters so posted can be
can be posted without delivered the same Evening without
Late Fee. payment of Late Fee,
Eastern Central - - | EC.
Western Central - - | W.C. S.W. (Town) N.W., (Town).
Western - - - W.WP(a)ddington (Town and Suburbs)
Paddington - - Pa(vlvd.in.gton (Town and Suburbs) W,
.C.
South-western - - | 8.W. (Town and Suburbs) S.E. (Town
: and Suburbs) W.C.
South-eastern - - | SE. (Town and Suburbs) S.W. (Town)
EC.
" North-western - - | N.W. (Town and Suburbs) W, W.C,,
N. (Town).
Northern - - - | N. (Town and Suburbs) N.W. (Town)
E.C.
Eastern - - - | E. (Town and Suburbs) E.C.

New Early Mails for Yorkshire.

A new express train carrying letters from the Continent and
also Inland Mails will be despatched from the Great Northern
Railway Company’s Terminus at King’s Cross at 7.40 a.m., and
will reach Leeds, Bradford, Halifax, Sheffield, and other towns
in Yorkshire in the course of the forenoon, calling at Peterborough,
Grantbam (with a branch service to Nottingham), and Don-
caster.

To the Mid-day Mail established on the 1st May by the
1.30 pm. train from King’s Cross a Travelling Post Office is
attached, and letters for Leeds, Bradford, &c., prepaid with a late
fee of }d., may be posted in the letter box attached to that

office up to the starting of the train,

Establishment of Colonial and Foreign Parcel Posts.

Arrangements have now been made or are in progress for
extending the. Parcel Post to places abroad.  Accordingly
Parcels will be accepted for transmission by Post at the rates
and under the conditions published in separate notices for India,
including British Burmah and Aden, for Gibraltar and for Egypt.

B 2
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Reduced rates of Postage for heavy Letters.

The scale of Postage applicable to Letters®between 2 ozs. and
12 ozs. in weight will be continued without limit,
The letter postage will therefore advance as follows :—
For the first ounce, 1d.; for 2 ozs, 1}d.; for all greater
weights, §d. for every 2 ozs. plus an initial penny.

Consequently, letters weighing over 12 ozs. will be accepted at
the following rates of postage :—

Above 12 ozs. and under 14 ozs. - - 4)d.
Above 14 ozs. and under 16 ozs. - - 5d.
Above 16 ozs. and under 18 czs. - - 53d.
Above 18 ozs. and under 20 ozs. - - 6d.
Above 20 ozs. and under 22 ozs. - - 63d.
Above 22 ozs. and under 24 ozs. - - 7d.

and so on at the rate of id. for every additional 2 ozs.

Mails for the West Indies.

The Mails from this country for the: West Indies will be
despatched regularly every two weeks, i.e., on each alternate
Thursday, commencing with Thursday the 2nd of July, instead
of on the 2nd and 17th of each month.

Money Orders for Hawaii. .

The Money Order System will be extended to the Kingdom o
Hawaii (Sandwich Islands).

The rates of commission will be identical with those chargeable
_for Money Orders issued on other Foreign countries.

Insurance of Parcels and Registered Postal Packets.

Arrangements for the insurance of registered postal packets
-upon which the registration fee and postage have been prepaid,
and also for the insurance of parcels will ehortly be made.

I have the honour to be,
My Lords,
Your Lordships’ obedient humble servaat,
G. SHAW-LEFEVRE,
General Post Office,

26th June 1885.
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APPENDIX A.—-cofntinued.
Post Cards, Book Packets, and Newspapers.

EstiMATED NUMBER of PosT CARDS delivered in the UNitgp Kixepou in each
Year from 1873 to the present time, and the Increase per Cent. per Annum.

England and Wales. Scotland. Ireland. United Kingdom.
Year. Inm Inccre:n? lncc':m Inau-‘e
per per 3 per L. per Cent.
Number. per Number. per Number. per Number. per
Annum. Annum, Annum, Apnum.
1872 64,000,000 —_— 8,000,000 - —_— 76,000,000 -
1873 60,000,000 - 8,000,000 — 4,000,000 - 72,000,000 -
1874 66,000,000 10°0 9,000,000 126 4,000,000 - 79,000,000 97
1875 ,1 116 9,208,300 67 55 87,116,300 10°7
1876 78,412,100 69 9,640,100 47 4,883,500 75 700 67
1877-8 | 86,051,600 9°7 11,067,500 14°8 5,118,900 4°8 02,237,300 100
1878-0 | 94,471,600 98 11,599,000 48 5,375,200 5°0 | 111,445,700 9°'0
1879-80! 96,837, 23 12,284,700 59 3°0 | 114, 27
1880-81' 108,473,100 71 13,401,500 91 6,000,400 88 'l 74
1881-82; 114,251,500 10°4 14,651,400 93 6,426,100 69 |1 101
1882-83 121 61 15,541,800 61 7,230,900 125 | 144,016,000 64
1883-84 128,554,800 60 17,408,400 9'3 7,624,900 5°4 | 153,588,100 86
1884-85| 134,071,500 48 18,360,000 58 7,864,000 31 ‘ 1 44

EsTiMaTED NOMBER of BoOK PACKETSs and CircuLams delivered in the Uxrrep
Kinepox in each Year from 1872 to the present time, and the Increase per
Cent. per Annum.

872 90,000,000
K 104,000,000
874 | 115,769,600

.| 188,394,900

|l =d

148,405,300
157,601,600
184,789,400
180,541,400
204,003,400
228,999,400
244,713,800

246,347,900

P b
VWO DAI®L L™

-
.
-]

1884-85| 269,429,200 81

—

13,000,000 -
14,000,000 7°7
18,787,300 127
15,723,700 -
2, 16°7
16°2

21,820,100 —
22,1 3-8
24, 96
27,875,000 15°0
000 37
31,353,700 78
34,469,900 1070

11,000,000 -
11,000,000 —_—
13.410.200 —_
8,966,900 —_
10,272,200 145
10,967,000 67
11,281,100 29
18,114,800 74
1esea0 | 51
dec.
13,802,900 4°'9
inc.
16,517,700 18°9

59,000,000 -
£9,000,000 131
-41,967,100 100
58,608,600 1?7
T3,724900 g::
197,076,500 41
86
19°8
271038700 | 12°8
63
204,504,500 32
320,416,800 88

e tiedieadin

EsTiMaTED NUMBER of NEWSPAPERS delive

red in the UNITED

Kixepox in each

Year from 1872 to the present time, and the Increase per Cent. per Annum.

England and Wales. 8cotland. Ireland. United Kingdom.
Year. Increase Increase| Increase Increase
Number. [PerOent Numper, [PerCent. nymper, |PerCent) Nyumpgr, [PerOemt.
per per per * per
Annum, Annum, Annum, Annum.
1878 ,000,000 — 12,000,000 - 1 000 - 100,000,000 _
1873 80,118,200 2°4 12,606,300 50 1‘1"&',000 12°9 | 113,016,500 36
1874 400 23 13,212,700 48 12,589,800 11°'4 | 117,032,900 35
1873 23 18,819,100 48 13,884,700 10°2 | 121,040,400 3°4
1876 95,400,800 22 4,425,400 48 15,179,700 9'8 | 128,063,900 33
1877-8 lmm g: }:.2;73.}88 31 }:ABMO g”l 128,558,000 $.7.
18789 el 983,500 6 |1 o
17080 10031700 | = | 14570700 | -6 | 15890900 | o |1sohiedoe| =
1880-81] 103, 24 5,120,000 38 15,911,500 1°8 | 183,706,100 35
1881 IIIMGIJOO 57 }wg gg }w.loo 47 %40.70."» 52
1 109,945,100 13 16,729,600 56 16,027,600 1'1 | 145,708,900 13
188485/ 11 7 I ‘9 16,108,000 5 | 143,674,500 -7

il
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APPENDIX E.

Staff of Officers.

Eoglandand | gootiand. | " Ireland. Totals.
81 Mar. Description of Officers. ;ﬁ%
1884, 1888.
Pe- Fe- Fe-
Males. | o | Males. | 0B | Mates. | o | Males. | Fo
A.
1 | Postmaster-General - . 1 - - —_ -_ — 1 —- 1
B.
8 | Secretary, Financial 8ecretary,| * 6 - 1 - 1 - 8 —_
Third Secretary, Assistarit 8
Becnhries (3), Surveyor
General for Sootland, and
Secretary for Ireland.
C. .
39 | Buperior Oﬂoeninl(etro 32 1) 3 - 3 -
litan Offices.® po: %8 1 0
D.
16 | Sureyors. - - . o 10 -— 3 - 3 - 16 - 16
E.
919 | Head Postmasters
Metropohmn e 12 — — . - — -
Provincial - . - 540 72 121 35 102 27 } 134 o8
L .
14,828 | Letter Receivers and Sub-
Metropolitan - - | 651 86 36 6 7 ©
Provincial - - -| 8681 1951 | 1,204 378 | 1674 _565 3,080 | 15,385
P.
2,909 0181%5 md Superintending i .
Metmpohhn‘ 1,417 579 73 17 o 14 } :
oProvincisl - - | es| | o 3| s — |§F| &7| 3
G.
2,189 |8 isors, Overseers,Coun!
121 ‘)!np:;,'sorteu 'l‘elesnph-ltl, .
(l{etmpohhn)‘ 4418 | 1,134 201 13 407 64
%cmh and Telegra~ 10,448] 2283 | 12,730
(Provincial) e« | 420 54 637 188 418 81
H. :
Postmen, Porters, &c. : .
12T Metropolitan® 4,261 - 204 - 190 -
Provincial - - - -| 8sm| 4| e8| 8| em|-— }“‘“‘ 7| 16088
44,188 Carried forward - -] 33874 4005 | 4263 088 | 3,934 800 | s20m | 6,00 | 41062

* See details on page
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APPENDIX E.— continued.

Totals Englandand | geotiand, Ireland. L
31 Mar., Description of Officers. 3 Mar.
188 Males.| Fe | Mates.| P | Malos.| Fe | ppaten | Fe |
males. males. males. males.
46,186 Brought forward = | 33,874 | 4,005 | 42963 636 | 4984 800 | s20m | eom | im
I
44,968
AR AR IR AR R LUR L
J.
1B - - - - - - 8 1l s
12 - =1 = -] -1 - 7| =] 1
- - - - - - 71 - 1
o184 | Totals - - .| 57,715 | 18108 | 6855 | 244 | 7,119 | 3401 | 71709 | 33848 | 9635
C. -
SuPERIOR OFFICERS IN METROPOLITAN OFPFICES. (DETAILS.)
London. | Edinburgh. | Dublin. | Totle” 1%
Description of Officers. - -

Males. | Fe | Mates. |  Fe | Males. lm‘,',"‘;_ Males. _’."!.A 3
Chief Clerk - . . - 1| — 1| — 1| - s| - s

Principal Clerks :
Upper Bection - - - - 8| -— - -— —_ _ s| — s
Lower Section - - - - 9| — - - - - ol - 1
Director, Confidential Enquiry Branch 1| — - - - — 1| - 1
Medical Officers - . . - 2 1 1| — 1| — 4 1 s
Solicitors - - - - - 1 — 1| - 1| — s| - 3
Receiver and Accountant General - 1| — - - - — 1| - 1
Engineerin-Chief- - - - 1| = - -] -] = 1 & 1
rOf Packet Services - - - 1| - - - - - 1] - 1
» Postal Stores - . . 1 — | - - - - 1] - 1
» Stores (Telegraphs) . - 1 -— — - -— - 1| - 1
£ |savings Bank Department - - 1| — [ = | = | = | - ) P
.§4 Money Order Office - - - 1| - - —_ - - 1| - 1
3 | London Postal Bervice - - 1| - - - - - 1l - 1
Central Telegraph Office - - 1 - - - —_ - 1| - 1
LReturned Letter Office - - 1 — - - - - 1| - 1
Totals . - 82 1 8| =— sy — 38 1 b ]

Akl
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APPENDIX E.—continued.

CLERKS AND SUPERINTENDING OFFICERS IN METROPOLITAN OFFICES (DETAILS).
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APPENDIX E.—continued.

SUPERVISORS, OVERSEERS, COUNTERMEN, SORTERS, AND TELEGRAPHISTS, &c. IN M=TRO-
POLITAN OFFICES, (DETAILS).




(8-
~I

APPENDIX E.—continued

MEessENGERS, PosTMEN, PorTERS, MECHANICS, &¢., IN METROPOLITAN QFFICES.

o 17392, C
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APPENDIX F.

———

Returned Letters, and Parcels.

A CoMPARATIVE STATEMENT showing the Number of LxrrEns, Posr Carps, Books, Nxwsparere,
and PARcELS, received and disposed of in the RxTURNED LETTER OrrFicks of Loxpox, Maxcassrze,
LiverrooL, BiIRMINGHAM, LEEDS, BRISTOL, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, EDINBURGH, GLASGOW, ABKR
pEEN, DusLiv, BELFAST, and CoRk respectively; also the Number which, bearing outside the
addresses of the senders, were returned direct from Head PosT Orrices (not possessing ReTurnep
LeTTER BRANCHES), in the Year ended 81st March 1884, and in the Year ended 31st March 1885.

Lotters roceived. | i aarvectad tmstethe | unopmedi
s Vi re! (] uno|
—_— Addresses. Senders. Foreign Countries.
1883-4. 1884-5. 1883-4. 1884-5. 1883-4. 1884-5. 18834 13845,
Lo¥pox - - | 2535940 | 2503288 31,879 25,033 | 2158441 | 2111321 92,503 107,984
MANCHESTBR - | 347,117 325,710 5,201 7,186 289,927 274,960 7873 7861
LIvERPOOL - | 833,040 309,570 3403 2,963 286,790 204,192 16,150 nBnw
BIRMINGEAM - | 219,131 222,623 2,218 3,388 197,419 201,997 3,008 p 1<
LREDS . -1 210,133 192,040 3148 2,747 | 174,086 158,148 | 5,708 5,008
BristoL - - | 325033 315,795 1,503 1,559 274,064 258,712 15,590 (%02
NEWCASTLE-OX- 137,184 142,958 3,047 8,003 122,149 113,083 A w 6188
EDINBURGH . 234,587 211,599 9,822 10,208 190,080 176,010 7,508 (3.1
GLASGOW - - | 180,880 175,478 14,111 14,218 140,658 14,211 4,438 [ 348
ABERDEEX* - - 17,680 - 635 - 14,360 - [~}
DuBLiN - -| 287,867 233,204 3,659 3,643 150,895 156,033 13,428 12438
BELPAST - - 52,382 56,911 1,258 1,324 44978 50,413 2,487 LN
CoRK . - 87,309 38,432 201 082 30,160 30,7113 3,548 58
Head Post Offices
m"ﬁm 868,157 891,665 862,157 891,665
let! &c.direct ’ L - -
to senders .
ToTALS - | 5,782,310 5,626,878 80,207 77,196 | 4910,798 4,848,747 179,479 191,298
Increase in 1884-5 — -
Terresa e |} - nsw
Decrease in 1884-5 105,433 (s,101 65,051 -

* The Returned Letter Branch at Aberdeen was niot established until the S0th June 1834,
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APPENDIX F—continued.

Returned Letters, and Parcels—continued.

|

| hfnh"lfnfidi. . returned to
could neither
i Post Cards Books Newspapers |p,roelq recoived.| Senders, or
n‘{:‘;m‘;%’; received. received. received. el roi.saed to
- Scnders. Ad 5
1st Aug. 1st Aug.
85 | 100y, | 18830 |10,
1883-4. | 1884-3. |1883-4, |1884-5. | 1883-4. | 1884-5. | 1883-4.|1884-5. |31st Mar. " |318t Mar. -
1884. 1884.
Loxpos - - | 273,627 | 250507 | 87,124 | 83,650 1,807,678 [1,922,735 | 291,907 (209,009 | 11,058 | 16410 | 6,858 | 10,536
KASCHESTER - 44316 | 35903 | 26,087 | 24,581 | 389,601 | 387,208 | 43,535 16,050 1,514 | 2504 874 | 1,613
LivezrooL .| 20679 | 27,170 | 29,837 | 30,239 | 301,042 | 312559 | 18,283 | 21,585 | 1,140 | 1,426 514 879
ARMINGHAM - 15741 | 13,386 | 21,612 | 21,978 | 216,801 | 222527 [ 7,833 | 7516 621 852 854 593
LEEDS - -1 27005 | 25,714 15,627 | 13,519 | 260,783 | 270,046 | 9,104 | 6,610 893 | 1,118 430 609
isroL - - | 53,875 | 40,747 | 11,427 | 11,208 | 15,162 | 319,379 | 13,903 | 12,876 | 1,684 | 2,651 938 | 1,588
Ygsu-n.s-os- 23,280 | © 20,614 | 10448 | 8530 | 134402 | 138112 | 6,500 | 6,041 661 912 399 584
NE.
ioIxstReR - | 27,180 | 18837 | 17,974 | 18,062 | 246,530 [ 242,750 [ 17,880 | 16740 | 1416 | 2445 1,010 | 1%
iaseow - - | 12175 | 11,773 | 30,011 | 29,460 | 130,466 | 127,682 | 9,211 | 8153 | 1,150 1,860 920 | 1,538
IBERDEEN® - - 2016 | — 03| — 17,744 | — 1171 - 137 - 108
JoBLly . . 69,385 51,03 | 16,204 | 15,074 | 216,171 | 207,083 | 28,664 | 25,054 1,99 | 25% 1009 | 1,88
JBLEast . - 3,662 2,072 | 8,051 | 4522 | 50515 | 41,850 | 4777 | 452 313 | 480 168 345
oRK - - 2,612 3160| 685| 735| 23759 | 24710 | 2588 2040 139 | 18 a1 121
fead Post Offices
authorigsed to re- L - .
turn  certain - —  |365,203 {364,508 | 751,502 | 920,938 | 40,451 | 44,938 | 5,147 | 11514 | 5,147 | 11,514
letters,&c.direct | |
to senders -')
ToravLs - 561,736 | 512,696 | 635,200 | 628,579 14,973,822 (5,104,083 | 406,005 472,260 | 27,133t 45,150t 18,688t 33,671t
i
icrease in 1884-5 T i 7
over igs.H. - - 101,161 - | - -
[ )
‘crease in 1884-5 ’ 49,100 8,711 - 24,420 - -
|
* The Returned Letter Branch at Aberdeen was not established until the 30th June 1884,

f As two full years of Parcel Post work cannot

1885
‘l"ned of.

2

-

C

be compared, the six months ended 31st March 1884, and the six months ended
ve been taken for comparison, and for the Iatter period an increase is shown of 4,082 parcels received, and 4,278
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APPENDIX G.
Colonial and Foreign
1
Contracts. '
[
Line of Packets. Com Payment.
mencement. Termination.
Au.Col bo d Meclbo 8 and ¢
lom| an urne, Sueg
%gc‘l:ey, Aden and Brisbane, Ban} Contracts with Colonial Governments - - - .
01800 and Sydnoy - -
BRAZIL, RIVER PLATE, AXD CHILI:
Bi-Montnly8ervice from Southampton | 1 Bept. 1876 - | On 6 months’ notice (a) 438
Fortnightly service from Liverpool - | 1July 1878 - | On 6 months’ notice - - (@830 |
CAPR 0¥ Goop HOPE and NATAL - | Contracts with Colonial Governments - - - -
Do. do. foreallsy|. . _|. . . R
at St. Helena and Asoenolion -o " - - (e} 2
CYPRUS and ALEXANDRIA -« . -] 18ept.1881 | On Sist December 1884 - - sus
EAsT IXKDIBS and CHINA - = | 1Feb.1880 - | On Slst January 1888 - - 360,000
EAsT CoAST OF AFRICA: Servi vided under ¢ with H
- 1ce ro un arral wi 1
Aden and Zangibar - - - { e Omded under arrangement with } . !
EUROPE :
Dover and Calais - - . « | 20 June 1878 - | On 12 months’ notice - - (5) 1281
Dover and Ostend -« .| Arrangement with Belgian Government - 1300 ’
Malta and Syracuse or Messina - | Contract with Government of Malta = - (¢) €20
NORTH AMERICA : - t
Queenstown to New York - - | 1Dec.1877 - | On 6 months’ notice - - (a) 9%6,5%
Halifax, Bermuds,and Jamaica - | 1Jan.1878 - | On 12 months’ notice - - 1750
PANAMA to VALPARAISO - - - | 1July1878 - | On 6 months’ notice = . (o) 3418 }
Wxsr INDIES : ,
Bi-monthly Service . e <« | 1Jan.1880 - | On 30th June 1885 - - 5050
Additional Bervices : ' i
Non-Contract Service - - o[- - o] - . - - - (a) @5
I
; . I
Lil'{ml to West Indies and}| o4 (0ct. 1881 - | On 6 months’ notice . (a) ™
exico - . - - |
Dtiseand New Orleans - {| OontTct with Hondue Gorernment terni3| (o) 1o
Turk’s Island and Jamaica - - | Contract with Turk’s Island Government - (c) 39
‘WEST COAST OF AFRICA . e | NoContract . . . - - (a) 02 I

5) Including 3,175l. for excess of

(-

‘ums over

premi Ities.
These sums represent the Imperial share of tl‘lle cost of the services,

iai The payments in these cases depend upon the amount of correspondence conveyed by the packets.
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APPENDIX G.
Packet Service.
. Bsti-
Ities £ Contributions Estimated mated Rate of Postage
oa for towards the Cost l}‘:‘r"’s‘&" B{E‘.h per single Letter,
Overtime. Postage. on the excluding
of the Bervice. Service. Transit Rates.
£ £
Y R - e I N 5d.
}- - - - - 10,800 2,400 4d.
. - - -1
. - -l - - - - | - . - Nil. ed.
- - - -t - - B . 2,700 od.
. - - efe e e . - 100 5,100 gid.
2000, for every 12 | (lndis, 70,000l - . Mediterranean 2id.
hours late at Brin- |} Ceylon, 1,4008. India - -
dumi. In other cases {smm Settloments, 6,000L. } 55,000 220,000 {(:eyﬂm .}.,,
. Hong Kong, 6,0000. - Chins, &0. -
- - . ol= - - - - - - - - - 4d.
5l. for 18 minutesor | = . . - - - - - Nil 2}d.
Jwards ol o . . 2id.
. . . al- - - . - - . . Nil, 24d.
.. Y E - - 42,000 54,500 24d.
. - - |- - - - - 200 17,300 Bermuda - 4d.
Ecuador -
Coe e e ] e | e | ST e
' Bolivia - 1s.
281, for every 24 1
hours.
One-eighth part of | - - - - - 27,000 57,000 4d.
ordinary payment
!ormfyll
. - - |- - . - - 5,400 3,600 4d,




APPENDIX H.

Telegrams.

TanLe showing the ToraL NumBer of MEssaces forwarded from
TerLEgraPH OFFICES in ENGLAND and WALES, SCOTLAND, and
IRELAND, in each Year since the transfer of the TELEGRAPHS to
the STATE.

Number of Messages.

Year. England and Wales. '
Scotland. | Ireland. ToraL.

Provinces. | Tondon. Totalf

1670-71 - | 5,200,882 | 2,863,821 | 8,163,708 | 1,080,189 | 606,285 | 9,850,177
1871-72 - | 6,594,590 | 3,612,772 (10,207,362 | 1,388,484 | 878,000 (12,473,796
‘1872-73 - | 8,022,151 | 4,577,015 (12,599,166 | 1,761,298 | 1,175,816 15,535,780
1873-74 - | 9,388,854 | 5,354,547 14,488,401 | 9,009,808 | 1,323,236 (17,821,530
1874-75 - [10,124,661 | 5,652,088 15,776,694 | 2,132,787 | 1,343,639 (19,253,120
1875-76 - (10,883,282 | 6,350,714 (17,233,996 | 2,287,359 | 1,452,180 |20,973,535
1876-77 - |11,282,704 | 6,561,930 (17,794,634 | 9,402,347 | 1,529,162 21,726,149
1877-78 - (11,893,098 | 6,700,504 18,092,602 | 2,490,776 | 1,588,489 (22,171,867
1878-79 - (11,592,899 | 8,880,019 (20,422,918 | 2,477,003 | 1,559,854 (24,459,775
1879-80 - (12,893,996 | 9,854,566 (22,247,562 | 2,704,574 | 1,595,001 (26,547,137

1880-81 - 18,456,555 (11,176,459 (24,633,014 | 8,042,291 | 1,736,677 |29,411,982
1881-82 - [14,204,479 (12,071,084 (26,275,518 | 8,207,994 | 1,862,354 131,345,861
1882-83 - 14,554,015 (12,874,707 126,928,722 | 8,344,902 | 1,919,102 (32,092,026
1888-84 - |14,920,418 [12,686,433 (27,606,846 | 3,299,428 | 1,936,846 (32,843,130
1884-85 - (15,195,618 (12,980,376 (28,125,994 | 8,257,546 | 1,894,919 83,278,459

The figures for each year since 1877-78 include the number of certain Press
Messages not previously included in these Returns.

The figures for the years 1883-84 and 1884-85 include the number of messages
forwarded during 366 and 365 days respectively, whereas those for preceding years
(except 1876-77 and 1881-82, which comprise 53 weeks) include only the messages
forwarded in 52 weeks. .
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APPENDIX H.—continued.

TasLE showing the NuMBER of MEessaces forwarded from TEeLe.
GeAPH OFFIcES in the Umitep Kinepoum during each of the
Years 1882-83 and 1883-84; and the Increase or Decrease in each
Month of the latter Year over the corresponding Month of the

former Year.

Number of Messages.
Month. Increase. Decrease.
1883-84. 1884-85.
April - - -| 2,708,176 | 2,661,510 — 46,666
May - - -| 2,869,799 | 2,972,865 108,066
Jume - - - -| 2,861,544 | 2,837,934 —_ 23,610
July - - -| 8,000,812 | 8,239,096 238,284
August - - - | 8,185012 | 3,026,551 — 108,461
September - - 2,833,624 | 2,952,821 119,297
Qctober - - - | 2,991,028 | 2,985,170 — 5,858
November - - - | 2,709,214 | 2,608,498 - 105,716
December . .| 2,342,977 | 2,480,649 87,672
January - - | 2,418,775 | 2,451,707 32,982
February - - - | 2,892,864 | 2,389,625 - 53,289
March . .| 2,579,895 | 2,777,033 197,638
32,848,120 | 33,278,459 778,889 343,550
Total Increase - 435,339
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APPENDIX J.

Post OFFICE SAvINGé BaNk.

Extracts from the Controller’s Report,
» * * » * *

Authority was given last year to 1,384 Trade, Provident, and Charti-
able Societies to invest their funds with the Post Office Savings Rank
as against 1,294 such cases in the previous year; and 517 Friendly
Societies were similarly authorised, as against 521 in the previous year.

A falling off took place in the number of Penny Banks authorised to
open accounts, the numbers in 1883 and 1884 being 294 and 203
respectively. The decrease is almost entirely confined to Penny Banks
established in schools, for, whereas 159 such Banks were authorised to
open accounts in 1883, the number last year was only 74. As regards
ordinary Penny Banks, there is no doubt that many persons share the
opinion of a clergyman who informed the Department that he had
decided to close the Penny Bank with which he was connected, “ feeling
‘% that the Post Office now affords all the opportunities needed.”

The value of Savings Banks as aids to thrift is strikingly shown in
the following extract from a letter received from a schoolmaster last

Accounts of
Societies.

Penny Banks.

Testimony to
usefulness of

year :—“ I remember well in my early days, when I had at times saved Savings Banks.

“ up from two to five pounds, 1 had not the moral courage to enter any
“ bank with such a trifle, and, as a consequence, soon found out an
‘ imaginary wanl, and of course spent it, and many young folks are
“ now doing the same thing. Forlunately for me, when I grew older
‘ I made a desperate effort to begin (or open) an account, and now by
“its use (viz,the P. O. B.) by saving till I could see something to
¢ invest in, I am the owner of 16 cottages, with a rental of 147/. 10s.
¢ per annum. This is a personal account, but it is strictly true, although
“ I only bought my last five coitages on the 1st January; but I con-
¢ stantly see both teachers and scholars pay money for almost useless
¢ things, simply because they have the pence or silver to spare.”

A clergyman in the hop-growing districts having asked that special
facilities for depositing might be afforded to persons engaged in hop-
picking, arrangements were made for a clerk to attend at the gardens
for the purpose, according to a plan which has been followed for some
time past in the case of certain large factories, &e. The result of the
effort, however, was very disappointing, but it is thought that if the
trial were repeated another year, steps being at the same time taken to
advertise the matter, and to point out particularly the facllities for
depositing and withdrawing money in any part of the Kingdom, a more
favourable result might perhaps be attained.

There were 16,930 claims last year to the moneys of deceased

Savings Bank
facilities for
hop-pickers.

Deceased

depositors, againet 16,166 in 1883, and probates of wills or letters of depositors.

administration were produced in 4,174 cases, being 28 less than in
the previous year. The effect of the Provident Nominations and small
Intestacies Act, 1883, 18 to diminish the number of the latter cases,
not only by the provision for pa{ment under nomination, but also by
that increasing the amount payable without production of Probate or
Letters of Administration from 50/ to 1004 The number of nomina-

/
-



Nominations
by depositors.

Deceased
annuitants and
insurants,

Insane depo-
sitors.

Trustee
Savings Banks.

Amount trans-
ferred ts: Post
Office Sav!
Bank. iogs
Amount trans-
ferred from
Post Office
Savings Bank.
Amounts to
credit of Post
Office Savings
Banks Fund
and Trustee
siavings Banks
Fund respec-
tively.

Cost of man-
agement.

Cost per trans-
action.

Per-centage of
cost of man-
agement to
Post Office
Savings Bank
Funds.

Foreign and
Colon?:l
Savings Banks,
Applications
for informa-
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tions registered during the year was 5,732, and the total number in
force on the 31st December last was 5,874, including 59 Insurance
Nominations granted under the Government Annuities Act, 1882,
Since the transfer to this Department in June last of the Annuity and
Insurance business, there have been added to the ordinary claims to the
moneys of deceased depositors the claims by the representatives of
deceased Annuitants and persons insured, and, to the 31st December
last, 309 puch claims were received, namely, 260 relating to Annuities
and 49 to Insurances.

There were 252 applications last year respecting moneys of depusitors
who had become insane, as against 208 such applications in 1883.

Five Trustee Savings Banks were closed during last year, namely,
those at Leek, Halesworth, Nether Stowey, Yoxall and Barton, and
Aberystwith. Since the establishment of the Post Office Savings Bank
235 Trustee Saving Banks have been closed, and the number remasining
open is 411. The aggregate amount transferred last year from Trustee
Saving Banks was 56,616/. (including 4,405l. deposits unclaimed at the
closing of the Banks), as against 87,525 in 1883; while the amount
transferred from the Post Office Savings Bank to Trustee Savings
Banks was 12,806/, as against 9,924/. in 1883.

The total amount to the credit of the Post Office Savings Banks
Fund has been, year by year, approaching the amount to the credit of
the Trustee Savings Banks Fund, and I observe from a return of the
National Debt Commissioners, published in the ¢ London Gazette,” that
in February last the amount relating to the Post Office Savings Banks
exceeded for the first time the amount relating to the Trustee Savings
Banks, the former being 46,084,6971. and the latter 45,799,433/

. - *

* * [ ]

The cost of management during the year 1884 was 252,578/, against
248,1801. during the previous year, From the gross amount of 252,578l
however, is to be deducted the sum of 3,960/, commission on Stock
transactions from 22nd November 1880 to 30th September 1884, which
was paid into the Exchequer last year as extra receipts, and which is to
be treated as a set-off in the estimates for the expenses of the Post
Office Savings Bank. Thus, the ne¢ cost of management in the year
1884 is 248,618l. Compariag the gross cost with the costin 1883, Liere
is an increase of only 4,398/, while the increase in the preceding year
was 26,5271. The average cost of each transaction in 1884 has, of
course, been calculated on the ne¢ expenses; and the result gives an
average cost of 6%d., against 7.;d. in 1883. If the calculation had
been made on the gross expenses in 1884 the average cost per transaction
would have been 7d. The percentage of cost of man ent to the
total balance of the Post Office Savings Bank was 1ls. 1}d., against
11s. 10}d. in 1883.

Many applications continue to be received from foreign countries and
our colonies for information on various points of our systemn. Mons. de
Malarce, the Inspector General of Postal Savings Banks in France,
taking advantage of his attendance at the International Conference on
Education, at which he read a paper on School Savings Banks, visited
this Department, and visits were likewise paid by a gentleman from
Vienna, by the Delegate from the Argentine Republic to the Interns-
tional Postal Congress at Lisbon, by the Postmaster General of British
Guiana, and by a Banker from Hong Kong. Applications for informs-
tion were received from the Governments of Germany, Saxony, Switser-

*land, Italy, and the Hawaiian Archipelsgo, among fcreign countries,

and from those of Cape Colony, Victoria, Queensland, Jamaica, aud the
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Bahamas “where a Post Office Savings Banks Bill is about to be
introduced) among British Possessions. Information was also furnished
to Mr. James, formerly Postmaster General of the United States, where
the long continued efforts to establish Post Office Savings Banks have
not yet met with success, and to a clergyman residing in the Falkland
Islands. Many of the applicants, as might have been expected, asked
specially about the new plan of Government Life Insurances and
Annaities, while others sought information more particularly about the
scheme of saving by means of stamps. The latter has been adopted
very generally thronghout Europe, and has recently been inaugurated
in Jamaica and Hong Kong; but it appears that it has not commended
itself to the Canadian authorities. In Canada, I see from a paper on
the Post Office Savings Banks in the Dominion, read before the British
Association at its Montreal meeting, that the rapid increase of business
alluded to in former reports is still maintained, the number of open
accounts on the 30th June 1884 being 66,682, with an amount
standing to their credit of £13,245,552 (2,649,110..) The following
table, compiled by the Actuary of the Melbourne Savings Bank, shows
the position of Savings Banks in the seven Australasian colonies on the
30th June 1883 :—

Number of
Deposiwrg in Total amount of Aver:sde e
Colony. General and Post|  Deposits on ’“::‘:‘;ch“
Oﬁcem;S]:vings .| 80th June 1888. Depositor.
Banks, )
£ £
New South Wales - - 66,604 2,805,856 42
Vietoria - - - 137,098 2,818,435 20
New Zealand - - 69,966 1,687,738 24
South Australia - - 46,388 1,500,249 32
Queensiand - - - 26,642 1,086,685 40
Tasmania - - - 17,231 380,343 22
Western Australia - - 1,904 24,838 13
Total - - 365,828 10,304,144 28

The amount due to depositors, viewed in relation to the entire popula-
tion of Australasia, exclusive of the Fiji Islands and the recent annexa-
tions, viz., 2,833,608 (Census, 1881), gives an average per head of
3l. 12s. 8d., which is considerably higher than the average amount per
head of population shown by the deposits in the Savings Banks of this
country. Itis to be borne in mind, moreover, that thrift is practised
at the Antipodes not only by accumulations in the Savings Bauks, if, as it
is stated, * no less than three-fourths of the mechanics of Melbourne own
the houses they live in.” One fact in connexion with the Queensland
Government Savings Bank is worthy of special notice, namely, that the
Agent General in London received during the year 1883, from intending
emigrants, depogits amounting to 35,773/, In Hong Kong a somewhat
novel principle has been adopted, a Savings Bank having been established
by the Hong Kong and Shanghai Banking Corporation, with the approval
o{ the Governor in Council. The minimum limit of deposits is fixed
at one dollar (say 3s. 84.), but this can be saved gradually by means
of postage stamps of ten cents (about 41}:1.&.

In France the Post Office Savings Banks have supplied a real want,
and the results are stated to surpass all expectations (dépassent toutes

~

United States.

Jamaiea.
Canada.

Australagia.

Hong Kong.



KFrance.

Germany.

Austria,

Italy.

Belgium.

Sweden.
Finland.

38

les Espérances). The profits on the operations of the first two years
not only covered all charges of management, but admitted of the treasury
being reimbursed oune-third of the expenses of launching the banks.
On the 31st December 1883, there were 375,838 accounts remaining
open, with balances amounting to 77,444,134 franes (3,097,765/.). The
system has been extended to Tunis and Algeria, while the question
of a convention with Italy for the inter-transfer of Savings Bank
accounts, similar to that in force with Belgium, is under consideration.
In Germany the bill for the establishment of Post Office Savings
Banks has been drafted. It is proposed to fix the minimum amount of
deposit at one mark (1s.), and the total sum which may be deposited in
an account at 800 marks g:rOl.), while not more than 100 marks are to
be deposited in one day. Provision is made-for investments in Govern-
ment Stock by depositors, and for depositing by stamps. In Austra
the success of the Postal Savings Banks, which have been framed on the
English system as the simplest and most natural (einfackster wnd
natirlichsten), has been very remarkable. Business was begun on the
12th January 1883, and from that date to the 31st December last
3,311,333 deposits were received, the sum deposited being 64,763,350
florins (6,476,335..). The amount due to 428,753 depositors on the
latter date (1,469,610..) proves that the deposits are quickly withdrawn,
and indicates that the banks are used as convenient for current accounts,
which is further borne out by a modification of the original system whereby
depositors with a balance of 100 florins are furnished with a kind of cheque
book. In Italy, the introduction of the stamp deposit scheme for smsll
savings is stated to have had a notable influence on the business of the
Postal Savings Banks during 1883, the increase in that year being for
in excess of the average rate of progress. At the close of the yesr the
accounts numbered 805,988, the sum standing to their credit being
112,128,422 lire (4,485,1361.). The number of deposits made by meaus
of stamps since the 1st May, the date of the adoption of the scheme, to
the 31st December 1883 was 193,739. The purchases of Government
Stock, 5,623 in number and 213,000/, in amount, show an advance. It
is interesting to notice that the Italian Post Offices in Tunis and
Alexandria have been authorised to transact Savings Bank business. In
Belgium the number of depositors at the end of 1883, 367,276, and the
amount due to them 5,268,692/., exhibit an improvement, as do also the
investments in Government Stock, the number at the same date being
4,834, and the value of the Stock 1,120,360/, In Sweden special stamps
have been issued for Savings Bank purposes. In Finland the Senate
has, it seems, decided on establishing Post Office Savings Banks on the
British model throughout the Grand Duchy, and it is proposed thats
married woman may make use of the banks without her husband’s per-
mission. This, I understand, is quite a new departure in Finnish law,
which has hitherto allowed no married woman to acquire property with-
out the authority of her husband.
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APPENDIX J.—continued.

Post Office Savings Banks.
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APPENDIX J.—continued.

(IL.) TasLe showing the Number and Amouat of ,CONTRACTS entered into from the Commence-
ment of Business on 17th April 1865 to the 3lst December 1884, and the Number and
Amount of Contracts in existence on the 31st December 1884.

CONTRACTS ENTERED INTO l

From 17 April 1865
31 December 1883.

From 1 Jan. 1884

to
2 June 1884.*

TOTAL
From 3 June 1884°

to
31 December 1884.

No.

Amount. I No.

Amount.

No. l Amount. | No. | Amount.

Contracts for Annuities entered fnto‘
from the commencement of buﬂ~‘
ness on 17th April 1865 to 31st
December 1884, vis, :—

Immediate Annuities - -

Deferred  Annuities  and
MonthlyA.lIowanees Money
not returnable -

Deferred  Annuities  and
MonthliAllomm. l(oney
returnabl

Contracts for Sums payable at
Death entered into rrom the com-
mencement of business on the 17th
As;s»:ll 1865 to the S1st December
1 - - - - -

13,215

331

7,014

£ o

184,182 12

6,025 5

13,588 15

d,

187

£ s

2938 0

%0

252 12

3499 G

d.

St.d.! 2
!

. d

11,733 12 O | 13968198558 4 §

547 0 0 Ges7 5 6

153 0 0 153 7 ¢

18,265 12 2 | 7,963 !57580 8 3

Contracts for Annuities in exist-
;-il’c‘eon the 81st December 1884,

Immediate Annuities - -

Deferred  Annuities  and
MonthlyAllowances, Money
not returnable -

Deferred  Annuities  and
Monthl{Allowmeel,Monoy
retu

Contracts for Sums payable at
Death, in enstence on the 8llt
December 1884 .

147982 14 ¢

5961 13 ¢

98B 1 0

48861 |385167 1 1

* New system, in connexion with the Post Office Bavings Bank, introduced on 3rd June, 1884, under provisions o

Government Annuities Act, 1882,
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« APPENDIX J.—continued,
Post Office Savings Bank.

RETURN of the BALANCE SHEETS of the Post OFFICE SAvINGS BANKS on the 81st
day of December 1884 ; showing the balance due to Depositors, the estimated
amount of expenses remaining unpaid, the value of Sccurities according to the
average price of the day on 31st December 1884, the amount of cash in hand
and Dividends accrued but not received at the cnd of the year, and the surplus

8’ ntileﬁciency of Funds to meet Liabilities (so far as relates to the National Debt
ce).

Securities standing in the names of the Value of Dividends
Commissioners for the Reduction of the National Debt | Securities at | accrued but not
on account of the Post Office 8avings Banks Fund, average price | received at the
at the 31st December 1884. on 31 Dec. 1884. | end of the year.
£ s d. £ s d £ s d
Consolidated 82. per cents. - | 8456720 12 10 | 3,422,162 0 0 50,679 19 8
Reduced 38I. per cents. - - . 825,756 8 8 820,505 0 0 -
New 8l. per cents. - . -| 7,925,935 16 8 7,869,469 0 0 —_
2% per cents. - - . - - 112144000 0 0 | 11,081,040 0 O 7L775 0 0
Turkish Guaranteed 4l. rer cent. Bonds 103,100 0 © 09, 00 -
Exchequer (Mnrch&oBil s. - - 14700 0 0 14678 0 0 310 4
Exchequer (Snez{'. nds - - -] 1472100 0 0 | 1,472,100 0 O 1451718 &
Advances per 43 Vict. c. 4. and 45 & 46
Vict. c. 62. repayable by Irish Land 860,000 0 0 850,000 0 0 —
Commission per 44 & 45 Vict.c. 71 -
Canada Guaranteed 4l. per cent. Bonds 37500 0 0 41,812 0 0 -
Advances to Public Works LoanCom-3} 5758733 6 0 | 2758733 0 o 21,248 3 4
Annuities for terms of years in lieu of (a.) .
8tock cancelled per National Debt 1,000,000 0 © 8,836,482 0 0 -
Act, 1888, 48 & 47 Viot. c. 54, - -
Annuities for terms of years per Na- (a.)
tional Debt Act, 1880, expiring 20th 263,941 0 O 63,036 0 0 -—
Antaisyior & torn of years per 28 Vict, (a)
o or & tern of years per 26 Vict. g -
o. 14, oxpiring 5th April 1885 . 9983 7 3 4950 0 0
Annuity for a term of years per 45 & 46 (a.)
Yslscg ¢. 72, expiring 8th September 5428 18 8 88,011 0 O, -
Annuities for a terms of years per 46 (a.) _
Vict.c.1.8.2 - . . . 33,301 12 3 284,755 0 0
Annuity for a term of years granted
to repay advances per 32 & 33 Vict. (a)
c. 42, payable by Irish Land Com- 188,800 0 0 | 3,082,005 0 0 -_
mission wﬁ & 45 Vict. c. 71., expir-
ing Slst mber 1905 - -

Amfmity gg; a; term .-&fd yea.rsNir;' lic\i ()
of annuities conve per National -
Debt Act, 1883, 48 & 47 Vict. c.54.(| S2h918 0 0 | 4712302 0 0

8.5 - - - - -

Red Sea and India Telegraph Aunuity, -
Dot St Avgust toq 2 umuity, } 3100 0 0 43825 0 0

Annuity for a term of years per Na- (a)
tional Debt Act, 1884, 47 Vict.c. 2, 35121 0 O 511,463 0 0 b
s. 2, expiring 5th October 1008 -

Annuities of an amount sufficient to
repay sums advanced under Pen- (a)
sions Commutation Acts, 32 & 33 75367 8 6 398,003 0 O —_
Viet, c. 32.and 84 & 33 Vict, ¢. 36., to
81st December 1882 - - B

Advances under Pensions Commuta-
tion Act during year ended Slst
December 1884 per 34 & 35 Vict. c. 148712 4 0 148712 0 O £,501 710
88, in respect,of which an annuity
has not been granted - - -

45,508,419 0 0 160,720 14 2

e ——
Add value of Securities . - | 48,508,419 0 @
Cash balance in Bank of England - - 280,578 12 6
45,949,718 6 7
(a) Value, inclusive of interest, to 815t Decomber 1354, -
National Debt Office, C. RrveExs WiLsoN,
27 June 1885. Comptroller-General,

D 2
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